Splenic micronodular T-cell/histiocyte-rich large B-cell lymphoma: effect of prior corticosteroid therapy.
We report on three patients who were treated with corticosteroids only prior to the diagnosis of splenic lymphoma. Corticosteroids were administered for different conditions, at different doses, and for various periods of time. The primary diagnosis was splenic micronodular T-cell/histiocyte-rich large B-cell lymphoma in the three cases, and it was reached with variable difficulty. We suggest that the corticosteroid treatment was one of the causes for the complications in reaching a diagnosis. The morphologic appearance of the microscopic splenic nodules was the most variable feature and may possibly reflect the dose and duration of the corticosteroid therapy. However, the histopathologic changes are probably not related with Epstein-Barr virus-induced immunosuppression.